RICHELIEU
assumed the dignity of the throne and the grandeur of the
monarchy, Louis xin soared instantly above all his human
distresses, and showed himself to be what he ought to be
by the mystery of anointment that made him King.
Cinq-Mars, touching the heart of the man, imagined that
he had reached the soul of the King, whilst the King
thought and acted on a plane to which no man, except
Richelieu, had access.
Cinq-Mars was imprisoned at Montpellier, de Thou at
Tarascon. The Due de Bouillon was arrested. Gaston
d*Orleans, preparing to shut himself up in Sedan, was so
terrified that he lay low in his own domain, not daring to
stir. For the purpose of judging these political prisoners,
Richelieu once more used the procedure which he had
always used in similar circumstances: he appointed com-
missaries, under the presidency of the chancellor, Seguier,
and arranged for the trial to take place at Lyons. He
proceeded there himself, by the Rhone, towing the barge
that contained de Thou, who was conveyed from Valence
in a carriage to Lyons, whither Cinq-Mars, escorted by a
squadron of horse, had been taken direct from Mont-
pellier. Here again legend has dishonoured reality by
offering us the touching spectacle of the two inseparable
friends dragged like slaves on a miserable pinnace behind
the sumptuous vessel of the Cardinal. In reality, de Thou
made this journey alone, from Tarascon to Valence. We
are also asked to believe that, between Valence and Lyons, the
Cardinal left the river and was transported in a monumental
litter, and that walls had to be broken in order to provide
a passage for him. The narrative of a witness, J. de
Banne, who, on August 24, was present during Richelieu's
passage to Viviers, fixes the truth on this point; and
he also gives us such curious details concerning this
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